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Emergency Food Aid: Emerging key messages

Learning from current emergency food aid provision to inform developing policy and practice in Scotland

Increasingly, organisations that are working to support people within low income communities who are experiencing extreme food poverty are responding to a need for emergency food aid.  We know that increasing food prices, job losses and changes to the welfare system are all creating increasing pressures for individuals and families.  We also know that there are a growing number of food banks providing food parcels for people who are struggling.  

Community food initiatives across Scotland are working to addresses health inequalities and barriers to healthy and affordable food, including availability, affordability, skills and culture.  This support ranges from food co-ops and community cafes to community gardens and delivering cookery sessions to increase the skills of people to cook on a budget.  This breath of work demonstrates how community food initiatives are responding to needs within their local communities to tackle health inequalities and promote social justice. 

If you are working to support communities by responding to a demand for emergency food aid, we are looking to capture your experiences.  Hearing of experiences and learning from practitioners, local and national policy makers, academics, funders, volunteers and planners will help us to collate current learning, views and opinions to inform future policy and practice in as constructive and developmental way as possible.

This learning will help inform future work of Community Food and Health (Scotland) (CFHS) and to influence the work of other policy makers, practitioners and funders.  It will enable us to highlight the contribution of community food initiatives whilst also recognising where policy and practice developments are needed.  CFHS aims to encourage and enable community food initiatives to develop creative and innovative practice, as well as learn from current work to inform future practice and policy.

We are looking for you share your learning from supporting people who are experiencing extreme food poverty.  Considering the demand you are experiencing for support within communities and the type of work you are doing to respond to these needs, please share with us ‘key messages’ which you believe are important for: 
· policy makers;
· practitioners; and
· funders.
Please return your key messages to Katrina.reid1@nhs.net or Thistle House, 2nd Floor, 91 Haymarket Terrace, Edinburgh, EH10 5HE.
Please indicate if you are a:

Practitioner      ⃝
Policy maker      ⃝ 
 Funder      ⃝
    Other     ⃝ ___________________________
Key messages for PRACTITIONERS
     
Key messages for POLICY MAKERS
     
Key messages for FUNDERS
     
Additional comments
     
